Coming Delusions
I opened up the newspaper on Easter morning to find the headline “Best-Sellers Challenge the New Testament.” At the end of the lengthy article about The Da Vinci Code and the Gospel of Judas, the writer finished by saying, “. . .making a case that the New Testament isn’t the last word.  Maybe not even the first word.”  

It sounded a lot like the original line used by Satan in the Garden of Eden. “Did God really say…?” With articles like this, we can see that from Genesis 3 until 2006 AD, the story hasn’t changed. The theme of skepticism remains.    

I preached a message that Easter Sunday about the consistency of God’s promises. He promised a savior first in Eden and then to Abraham, Jacob, David and the prophets Jeremiah, Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel. I reminded everyone that these promises were recorded and documented over a 4,000 year period. The gospels also record the life and death of Jesus in great detail with historical accuracy. They tell of Christ’s execution and resurrection—events all foretold with amazing precision in the Old Testament. I explained to the Easter crowd that we are all part of this continuum, a process that began long ago. A story that continues to unfold today. 

Then I paused to announce the “shocking” news report from the paper that morning. I pulled out the article that said the New Testament may be wrong. I announced that this might be the last Easter we ever celebrate since 6,000 years of history, prophecy, documentation, and experience has just been undermined by Dan Brown’s fictional novel. Though I was obviously joking, the part that wasn’t funny was that, for some Christians, the undermining I spoke of was actually true.   
I went to buy The Da Vinci Code right after it first came out, but when I went to Barnes & Noble, I couldn’t find it. (This was early on, before the front tables in bookstores prominently displayed stacks upon stacks of the red book). I eventually gave up my search and asked an employee for help. The young boy immediately knew what the problem was. “Oh,” he said. “You’re in the wrong area. The Da Vinci Code is in the fiction section.”   

I was confused. Wasn’t this the book that had Christians in a state of panic? As I began reading the book, I immediately recognized that the facts concerning apologetics, church history, and the origin of the scriptures had been terribly misrepresented. Because I had previously studied those things, I wasn’t the least bit bothered by the book. In fact, I thought it was a great novel, and read it straight through.   

The Da Vinci Code didn’t bother me because I knew that countering the false information it presented wouldn’t be difficult. There are hundreds of pieces of historical evidence that could easily prove this small fictional work from the 21st century dead wrong. (such as??) The equivalent would be likened to a fleet of battleships attacking one measly canoe. 
I realized I had more important things to do than convince people that Dan Brown’s story wasn’t real. The fact that so many Christians were confused by the book was proof that my time might be more useful spent teaching church history, apologetics, or the historical veracity of scripture. 
II Thessalonians 2:9-12 says that in the last days God will send a powerful delusion (to what?). If The Da Vinci Code has confused you, then the bad news is that you will become even more confused in the days to come. If your faith has collapsed because of a book or a movie or whatever else you might stumble across in our culture today, then you should understand that the naval fleet of your soul has just been conquered by a canoe. And unfortunately, more canoes are on the way. That is why we must understand ??? continue to talk more about why we then need to study up here…
